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A further piece of information that may relate to the 
foregoing analysis of the Gerald Ford role is provided 
by the somewhat mysterious circumstances under which 
then Vice President Ford listened to two secret White 
House tapes, three weeks before Nixon resigned. 

For several months prior to the resignation, Vice 
President Ford was repeatedly asked if he had listened 
to any of the Nixon tapes or seen any undisclosed 
transcripts taken from them. 

On January 20, 1974, Senator Hugh Scott had declared 
on "Face The Nation" that he had been shown evidence 
which totally proved that President Nixon was innocent 
of all the charges against him. Scott said the White 
House had made this evidence available to him, but has 
never disclosed what it purportedly was. 

Two davs later, on January 22, 1974, Vice President 
Ford stated that he had "not had time" to view the 
evidence at the White House, but that he certainly would 
take Senator Scott* s word that it did indeed prove Nixon's 
total innocence. 

In subsequent months. Vice President Ford revealed that 
he had turned down subsequent offers from the White House 
to take a look at this evidence. Ford at first said that 
he had been too busy to inspect the evidence, and later 
stated that "as the man who would succeeed President Nixon" 
ho v. T ould prefer not to sit in judgement by looking at this 
evidence, even though "I know he's innocent." 

Yet on July in, 1974, just three weeks before Nixon 
resigned. Vice President Ford made the surprising 
announcement that he had changed his mind and had finally 
listened to two Nixon White House tapes. (See the Times, 

July 19 , p. 19 ) . 

When Ford was asked where he had listened to the two tapes. 
Ford replied that he had not heard them at the White House 
or the Judiciary Committee. 

Minutes later, in response to another reporter's question. 
Ford said that his previous statement was incorrect and that 
he had indeed listened to one of the two tapes at the White 
House, and had listened to the second tape "elsewhere." 
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Ford did not disclose where this second listening 
session had taken place. And Ford further did not 
disclose which two tapes he had listened to. 

When asked why he had suddenly changed his mind and 
listened to the tapes. Ford stated: 

"This was after the discrepancies arose 
and it w as my interest to find out the 
cruality of the tapes, and after listening 
to parts of two of them, I came to the 
conclusion that it's very understandable 
how there could bo a different interpret- 
ation of the words that were spoken." 

Due to the fact that Vice President Ford's statement 
about listening to the two tapes came later in the 
dav after the Judiciary Committee had released five 
volumes of evidence on Watergate, the Ford statement 
received scant attention and little or no followup. 

It remains unknown what two tapes Ford listened to, 
where he listened to them, who wa s present while he 
heard them, and who selected the ones he listened to. 



